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Background: Studies have shown that sudden death is quite rare in asymptomatic aortic stenosis (AS), however, causes of death in asymptomatic 
AS have not been fully investigated in Japan.
Methods: From January 1995 to April 2007, we identified 119 pts with unoperated severe AS (95 were asymptomatic and 24 were symptomatic). 
The mean age was73±11y.o and there were56men (47%),the follow up period was 1 to110 (35±25) months.
Results: Forty three of the 95 asymptomatic and 16 of the 24 symptomatic AS died (p=ns). The number of cardiovascular death was not different 
between asymptomatic and symptomatic AS. Notably, there were 6 sudden deaths in asymptomatic AS. Moreover, the timing of sudden death was 
not different between asymptomatic and symptomatic AS (35±24vs35±30months, p=ns) though the number was more frequent in symptomatic AS 
(p=0.028).
Conclusions: Cardiovascular death is common and sudden death is not rare in asymptomatic AS in Japan.
